PART ii: 1749-62
formation concerning this excursion, mentions a very char-
acteristical anecdote of Johnson while at Plymouth. Having
observed that in consequence of the Dock-yard a new town
had arisen about two miles off as a rival to the old; and
knowing from his sagacity, and just observation of human
nature, that it is certain if a man hates at all, he will hate his
next neighbour; he concluded that this new and rising town
could not but excite the envy and jealousy of the old, in
which conjecture he was very soon confirmed; he therefore
set himself resolutely on the side of the old town, the estab-
lished town, in which his lot was cast, considering it as a kind
of duty to stand by it. He accordingly entered warmly into
its interests, and upon every occasion talked of the dockers,
as the inhabitants of the new town were called, as upstarts
and aliens. Plymouth is very plentifully supplied with water
by a river brought into it from a great distance, which is so
abundant that it runs to waste in the town. The Dock, or
New-town, being totally destitute of water, petitioned Ply-
mouth that a small portion of the conduit might be permitted
to go to them, and this was now under consideration. John-
son, affecting to entertain the passions of the place, was vio-
lent in opposition; and, half-laughing at himself for his
pretended zeal where he had no concern, exclaimed, cNo,
no! I am against the dockers:, I am a Plymouth man.
Rogues! let them die of thirst. They shall not have a drop!'